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On Friday 17 June 2016, the English Folk Dance and Song Society (EFDSS) held a one-day conference 
presented by their Folk Educators Group dedicated to uncovering the rich seam of folk arts and their 
exciting possibilities as inclusive art forms – in schools, informal learning and community settings. 
The conference took place in the iconic Cecil Sharp House in Camden.  
 
Sound Connections contributed to the event by promoting it to our vast network of music teachers 
and practitioners; I went along to represent the organisation, and as an ambassador of our 
Challenging Circumstances Music Network (CCMN) - to make new connections, see what practice 
and skills I could bring back to network members, and to raise the profile of the network itself. 
 
Music venues and accessibility 
The day kicked off with an inspirational speech from the CEO of Attitude is Everything, Suzanne Bull 
MBE. She congratulated Cecil Sharp House and the EFDSS team for achieving the Bronze standard of 
their Charter of Best Practice through their various efforts to make the venue more accessible 
(including installing a lift, a ramp, and a hearing loop in the main space), and briefly covered some of 
Attitude is Everything's many achievements - including becoming part of Arts Council England’s 
National Portfolio of Organisations, and supporting world-famous music venues such as Roundhouse 
and the 02 Arena to gain the Gold standard of their Charter of Best Practice. Suzanne's speech was 
thought-provoking, focusing on how everyone in the sector can be doing their bit to move towards a 
more accessible world.  
 
Inclusive music making 
After the keynote speech, we broke out into workshops – I attended one led by Wren Music, a music 
charity based in Devon who work with young people and adults with Special Educational Needs and 
Disability (SEN/D) in various settings. It was lovely to see their work in action, and to hear about how 
they partnered with EFDSS to use their new The Full English resource for a project in a special school. 
 
Sharing innovative practice 
After lunch, an informative session was led by three different speakers sharing case studies of their 
work around inclusive folk arts. It was great to see CCMN members Drake Music represented by 
their London Regional Programme Manager, Daryl Beeton, and sharing their innovative SoundBox 
project, demonstrating assistive technology in action. It was also fantastic to hear from two 
emerging folk music practitioners and Live Music Now musicians, Matthew Jones and Dave Gray, 
about their outreach work in the North East. 
 
After a second round of workshops – which included wheelchair folk dancing! – an inclusive ceilidh 
seemed like the perfect way to round off a positive action-inspiring day. Thank you to the Education 
team at the EFDSS for putting on a heart-warming and thought-provoking event. 
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