
 

 

 

Early Years Music Quality Principles 

London Early Year Music Network (LEYMN) believe that music making in 

early childhood can provide a wide range of positive benefits for the child. In 

order to achieve this we want musical experiences to be of the highest 

quality. 

We believe the Early Years Music Quality Principles are fundamental building blocks that all 

practitioners, dedicated to supporting young children, will recognise, agree with and can embed into 

delivery.  These Quality Principles can support the workforce, commissioners and policy makers: 

 By providing a framework for those new to working in this early years music 

 As a prompt to support reflective practice 

 As a checklist for practitioners and organisations to demonstrate commit to 

improving quality of early years music experiences, and 

 To identify where more training and development is needed 

 By supporting the professionalism of the sector and supporting advocacy 

Principles 

Early Years music educators / Practitioners: 

 are responsive to the needs to the children and the adults they are working with and are 

well prepared to support and devise appropriate activity that meets these needs 

 will have an awareness of musical starting points for children and adults and plan 

accordingly 

 take the time to involve adults, recognising and acknowledging their ‘expertise’ with ‘their’ 

children 

 communicate clearly  

 are confident to be flexible and to listen and respond to a child’s lead 

 are professional in their work administration (adhering to the ‘Music Education Code of 

Conduct’) 

Activity: 

 Is musical  

 Covers a broad range of experiences – music is not done in isolation 

 Is fun and playful  

 Embrace and acknowledge emotion within musical activities - not shying away from a range 

of emotional responses 



 

 

 Allows children to take the lead and be creative – they are encouraged to use their 

imagination 

 Is aware of the environment it is being delivered within, making best use of space and 

resources whilst considering any potential risks  

 Is inclusive and sensitive to individual needs, allowing every child the space and time to grow 

and achieve  

 Is communicated clearly and provides space for listening, observing and responding 

 

Progression:  

 Young children and adults are not hurried onto a next stage but provided musical 

experiences to nurture positive outcomes meeting their individual needs 

 Your activities are communicated with the child’s family in order to share and deepen the 

experience 

 Practitioners understand how their activities fit into the larger picture – the child’s 

experience, the setting’s plans, the curriculum, the project’s aim, etc. 

 Practitioners reflect on their delivery, their approach, and how to continue professional 

development in order to build skills and confidence 

 All achievements are appropriately captured, shared and celebrated. All those engaged are 

provided with opportunities to identify achievements they identify and recognise – different 

perspectives.  

 practitioners are open to continuing professional development opportunities to improve 

practice and learn new skills  

 practitioners will share learning with others to build early years music networks and 

communities of practice that encourage others to improve their practice 

 

  


