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About the team 

 

 

Sound Connections is a leading music organisation that empowers 

young people and those who work with them by developing 

innovative programmes, developing the workforce, and carrying out 

research and advocacy to create change through music.  

 

 

Wired4Music is the music council for young Londoners hosted by 

Sound Connections. We have recently initiated the Wired4Music 

Manifesto, a groundbreaking campaign that celebrates everything 

that is great about music in London, and tackles the challenges that 

prevent some young people from fulfilling their musical dreams. 

 

 

Partners 

During this consultation process we worked closely with Brent Music Service, and Granville Youth 

Centre, care of Brent Council.  Our thanks to all the young people and staff who took part. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In early 2015, Wired4Music visited Brent to consult young people aged 14-25. We wanted to find 

out about young people’s musical journeys, what opportunities they have to make music and 

what they want in the future. 

 

AIMS 

The aims of the project were: 

 To amplify the voices of Brent’s young people in pan-London conversations about the future 
of music education, training and opportunities. 
 

 To find out more about what young people in Brent currently know about the opportunities 
available; what opportunities they think are missing and to initiate a forum for active 
discussion between Brent’s young people and the organisations they make music with. 
 

 To make recommendations, based on our findings, to Brent; looking at what and how to 
improve the offer to young people interested in music. 
 

 To enable young people from Brent to have their say on the borough’s current 
opportunities, and to feed back on areas they feel could be stronger.  
 
 

We designed a consultation process to enable Brent’s young people to: 

 Discuss opportunities available to them currently in Brent and outside of the borough.  
 

 Consider further opportunities that might help them to progress. 
 

 Feed their view into a London-wide conversation about the future of music for young 
people. 

 

 

FORMAT 

Three sessions were due to take place in January, with three separate groups of young people from 

across the borough meeting to discuss their individual creative journeys and the opportunities that 

they were aware of. The aim was to bring all three groups together in early February; to compare 

ideas and create a ‘musical wish list’ for Brent. Two sessions took place in January; the first with a 

group of 11 young people, aged 16-25, who were all service users of the Granville Youth Centre. The 

second session did not take place due to a lack of attendees. This session invited young people from 

Claremont High School to attend, but it was reported to Wired4Music that there had not been any 

take up from the students. The third session took place at Brent Music Services’ office at Claremont 

High, with a group of 6 young people. This group was made up of participants aged 14-17 from Brent 

Music Services’ rock, concert and wind orchestra groups.  
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In early February, the final session was held at Brent Civic Centre. Participants from both groups 

were invited to attend and of the 17 original participants, 6 attended. At this session, the group 

looked at the outcomes of each previous session, and compared the results from each. The group 

then worked together to create a list of three key opportunities they felt could benefit young people 

wanting to progress musically in Brent. Each of the three sessions was led by Wired4Music staff and 

co-facilitated by our young leaders, who were able to offer their own perspectives of the London-

wide conversations and how Wired feeds into these.  

 

 

AT THE SESSIONS 

During the first two sessions, we explored each of the young participants’ musical journeys. We 

asked the young people to reflect on: 

 where they started their own musical journeys 
 the point when they decided that music was important to them  
 where they are now 
 where they hope to go in the future 

 
 

 

 

After exploring their journeys we asked the participants to reflect on musical opportunities that they 

had taken part in, that were missing and that they would like in the future. We talked about 

opportunities both in Brent and beyond. 
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FINDINGS: WHAT YOU SAID 

We heard a range of experiences and perspectives from the young people and the organisations 

who took part in the consultation. The perspectives were varied; the youngest participant was 14 

years old, the eldest was 25 years, and participants were at different points in their musical, and 

educational or professional, journeys. It is also important to note that Brent is a large borough and 

many of the young people taking part in activities at the Granville Centre in Kilburn, could or 

would not travel to the other side of the borough in Wembley, and vice versa. (This was 

particularly apparent at the final session when just two of the six participants came from the 

Granville Centre group).  

 

WHAT DO YOU CELEBRATE?  

Opportunities 
Participants reported a range of musical opportunities in Brent: 

 BMS Ensembles 

 Performing at Brent Makes Music 

 Granville Centre jam sessions and recording music 

 BMS Concert / Rock band 

 Battle of the Bands 

 Brent’s Got Talent  

 Choirs and groups  

 BMS junior orchestra  

 Performing at Sudbury Arts Festival  

 

“The best thing about Battle of the Bands was networking” 

                       “You should be exposed to listening to music as early as possible” 

“I like doing grades...it gives me a goal to work towards” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Spaces 
Participants reported a number of musical spaces in Brent including:  

 Brent Summer University 
 Granville Centre (vocal lessons, keyboard lessons, choir) 
 Mosaic Youth Centre (LGBT friendly, unused recording studio – reported to be a lack of 

qualified staff to service the studio) 
 

Although not formally a space for young people to participate, a number of participants from the 

BMS group mentioned Wembley guitar and drum centre as a good place to meet other musicians, to 

source information from knowledgeable, more experienced musicians; namely the shop’s staff, and 

to find out about collaboration opportunities from the notice board. They also reported that 

meetings such as this often lead to them being asked to leave, due to the young people not making 

any actual purchases and encroaching on space – in other words, the shop is not set up, at least not 

in any real sense, as a space to network or learn.   
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Participants also discussed opportunities and venues outside of the borough including: 

 Various east London music venues and bars for open mic nights (18+ participants) 

 Music production at the Amy Winehouse Foundation 

 Performance at WAC 
 Performance at Roundhouse  
 Events at the Jazz Café 

 Music workshops in Islington  

 

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR IMPROVEMENT  

What was clear from both of the initial sessions was that participants were taking part in the 

majority of their music making either at Granville, or through BMS (both inside and outside of 

school.) It was hugely apparent that the young people were benefitting from both services in terms 

of opportunities to make music but that, outside of Granville or BMS, the participants did not engage 

with many musical opportunities or activities within Brent. However; many, especially those that 

were older participants and members of the Granville group, take part in opportunities outside of 

the borough; and in particular are going outside to seek performance opportunities at open mic 

nights.   

When we asked the groups to think about what else they might benefit from in Brent, the 

suggestions were based around a) opportunities inside school and formal progression routes, and b) 

the more informal but equally important opportunities that would allow them to develop through 

collaborating, performing and networking. Some of the ideas could sit in either or both categories, 

as indicated below:  

 

FORMAL 

 Easier / more fun ways to learn music theory 

 Better in-school practice rooms 

 Music prioritised more in school  

 Being consulted on decisions affecting us 

 More variety in school music options 

 Less pressure to do grades 

 More opportunities to perform in GCSE 

INFORMAL 

 Free studio time 

 More networking events 

 More musical performance opportunities and singer / songwriter events 

 More jam sessions 

 A place to jam, network and talk to other musicians  

 Public practice rooms 

BOTH 

 Better spread of info – regular emails with information about musical opportunities in Brent  

 More opportunities to perform 
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 Open mic nights 

 Access to production equipment  

 “[when taking grades] there’s not enough choice in what music you can play...it’s 

uninspiring” 

     “School always puts music at the bottom of the list”  

CREATING A ‘MUSICAL WISH LIST’  

From these discussions three key areas were agreed upon as top priority by the final six participants:   

 
 Access to space to create, to write, rehearse and record in a space that’s affordable and 

accessible with high quality equipment  
 Networking opportunities to connect with other like-minded young people, to share ideas 

and look at ways to collaborate  
 Platforms to perform to peers and to hear music performed by peers, to celebrate new 

music and seek potential collaborations   
 

PLEDGES  

Participants were encouraged to sign up to Wired4Music and each made a personal pledge to music 

including; ‘I pledge to strive to be the best musician I can be’, ‘I pledge to never stop trying. Always be 

the best musician I can be’, ‘I pledge to work on my piano theory [and] continue to write life changing 

music’, ‘I pledge to practise even more than I already do and form new musical groups and 

experiment with different styles and genres’.  

 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The young people from Brent told us that they really valued the opportunity to be able to feed back 

and make suggestions on musical progression options. While it was clear that both groups got a lot 

out of their respective opportunities at Granville and BMS, they expressed a desire to be more 

involved in decision making, and crave more opportunities to network with one another. There was 

a suggestion at one session that ‘Brent has programmed lots of activity at young people’ but could 

perhaps do more to incorporate the voices and leadership of young people in the decision making 

processes.  

A number of young people from the consultations have signed up to Wired4Music and at least one 
of these young people has since contributed to conversations around the Wired4Music manifesto, 
by attending annual youth voice symposium Rising Futures; held in partnership with Roundhouse.  

From this initial consultation phase and report, our early recommendation would be to book a 

meeting between Sound Connections / Wired4Music and Brent Music and Youth Services to discuss 

the report in full. Brent staff members present should include but not be limited to Tina Ramdeen 

and Eric Angus. Further to these discussions, Brent may be interested in finding out more about 

Sound Connections’ work around youth voice, and may later consider setting up a Brent Youth Music 

Forum, to put young people at the heart of its programme and decisions.  

‘I really enjoyed this session, Thank you so much! It’s great to hear so many young people’s thoughts 

and ideas’ 

 

‘Todays’ session was good because everyone got a voice and chance to share 

their own views’ 

http://www.wired4music.co.uk/what-we-do/

