
 : THE BRIEF 
 

   
 

 

Sound Connections’ ongoing mission is to provide high quality musical opportunities for 
young Londoners, especially those facing challenging circumstances and barriers to 
accessing music provision. Sound Connections launched Innovate in 2007 to develop and 
support emerging practitioners and smaller organisations to create new musical 
approaches and ideas for working with disadvantaged young people in London.  
 
Innovate is a unique opportunity to safely explore new and exciting music-making. We’re 
looking for thoughtful and inspiring proposals that will push you, your practice and the 
wider music education sector. 
 
For 2016 / 2017, we are seeking applications that demonstrate how £4000 can make a 
real difference. This may not be a traditional participatory project but a new way of 
engaging young people and making music.  
 
We are inviting individuals and organisations to propose activities which will: 

 

 Test a new idea or innovative way of working for you or your organisation  
 

 Provide an inspiring activity for young people who would not normally have access 
to such activity, particularly those in early years and challenging circumstances 

 

 Develop your skills or those of your organisation in new ways in order to better 
engage young people in music-making  

 
Please ensure your proposal considers: 
 
 

1. Empowering young people to lead their own musical activities and/or be involved 
in the process of designing the project or activities.    

 
2. Progression routes for participants in order that they realise their full musical 

potential – how this project could form part of a longer term musical journey for 
the young people involved.  This might be about providing them with the 
foundations of musical skill they need to take the next step, or it might be about 
linking with projects or organisations that could provide your participants with 
opportunities that enhance their learning and progression.   

 
3. Ways to best collect and share evidence of innovative best practice in youth music-

making 
 

4. How it will meet the needs of the participants and other partners working with this 
cohort 
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Our Innovate programme is made possible through funding from Youth Music. Please 
consider their current priorities (found here) when shaping your proposal. 
 
Working in partnership 
 
This seed funding is intended to spark something new and so we encourage applicants to 
work with local partners such as Music Education Hubs, youth services and referral 
agencies to propose the strongest offer for young people and secure match funding or 
support in-kind.  
 
We encourage you to consult young people themselves, listen to what they tell you and 
use this to shape you plans. You should consider how your project might create a 
sustainable legacy for you, your partners and participants.  
 
If you are successful, you will work in close partnership with Sound Connections to 
develop and deliver the project. We can signpost you to new connections, advise on areas 
you feel you need more support and identify ways to raise the profile of you and your 
activity. We understand that when trialling a new idea, things don’t always go to plan or 
evolve as you expect.  Sound Connections is keen to hear about challenges along the way 
and work with you to overcome them. 
 
Identifying the need 
 
In 2012 Sound Connection’s released a report Mapping non-formal music provision and social 
need in London (available on our website: www.sound-connections.org.uk) that identified several 
areas of socio-economic need where young people have faced the most acute deprivation and had 
little or no access to music-making. This information is still relevant and should be used alongside 
your own research to clearly describe the need for the proposal you are making. 
 
Selection process 
 
Applications must be submitted by 5pm on Monday 18th January 2016.  
 
We will shortlist applicants through discussions with strategic partners and young people from 
Wired4Music, our music council for young Londoners. Shortlisted applicants will be invited to talk 
to us in February. Those that are then selected to go forward will be inducted in June so that 
activity can start from June 2016. Activity must be completed by February 2017 with all reports 
submitted by March 2017. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
How much funding is available? 
We are looking for applications up to £4000. We do not cover capital costs or VAT. 
 
Do I need to raise match funding? 
It is not compulsory to raise match funding, however if you do raise additional funds, please detail 
this in your budget. You may also detail any ‘in kind’ funding such as free use of a venue or 
volunteer support. 
 
What is the timeframe for this funding? 
Your project must be delivered between June 2016 and February 2017. 

http://network.youthmusic.org.uk/Funding/funding-priorities
http://www.sound-connections.org.uk/
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Is there a minimum number of participants? 
If you propose to work directly with young people, we would expect at least 10 participants to 
benefit. If your proposal is about developing your skills or your organisation’s skills we would need 
to see how this would be beneficial to over 50 young people. 
 
What is the age limit for participants? 
Participants must be aged 25 or under.  
 
When and where should my sessions take place? 
All projects must take place within Greater London. Locations and settings are proposed by the 
applicant. All project activity must take place out of school hours.  
 
Can I work with other partners? 
It is likely that you will need to work in partnership to deliver the project. You will need to propose 
the partners and indicate how young people will be recruited for the project. 
 
What evaluation is required? 
We ask you to set a series of outcomes for your project. You will evaluate your project against 
these outcomes and produce a final report with Sound Connections. Please be as creative as 
possible with your evaluation methods. You will be required to monitor attendance and report 
regularly to Sound Connections. These updates and reports will trigger your payments.  


